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https://www.vam.ac.uk/whatson/programmes/course

Bloomsbury Publishing — Bloomsbury Visual Arts

With over 200 colour illustrations, Byzantine Silk on the Silk Roads examines in
detail the eclectic iconography of the Byzantine period and its impact on design and
creativity today. Through an examination of the extraordinary variety of designs in
these captivating silks, an interational team of experts reveals that Byzantine
culture was ever-moving and open to diverse influences across the length of the

Silk Road.

The Silk Roads

Production Map of Figured Sik .

William Butler Yeats devised his 1927 transcendental poem Sailing to Byzantium in
his early sixties opening with:

“That is no country for old men. (...)" and continuing:
“And therefore | have sailed the seas and come

To the holy city of Byzantium.”
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“Byzantium means more than wealth, mastery of the sea and the exercise of

imperial power. (...) Byzantium is also hard to grasp, difficult to place and can be

obscure. (...) It remains hidden behind the glories of its medieval art: the gold,

mosaics, silks and imperial palaces.”

Dolce & Gabbana

‘Tailored Mosaic’, Autumn/Winter 2013/2014, womenswear, prét-a-porter
Inspired by the Santa Maria Nuova Cathedral (Monreale Cathedral), Palermo, Sicily
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Victoria & Albert Museum, London
Textile fragment, woven silk (compound twill), head of a griffin above part of an
elephant’s trunk within a roundel, Istanbul, around 10t to 11t century

Monreale Cathedral — Santa Maria Nuova, Palermo, Sicily
A view towards the altar, 12" to 13% century

Mosaic depicting King William 11 of Sicily presenting a model of Monreale Cathedral
to the Virgin Mary
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Wall painting Afrasiab

The kingdom of Sogdian, Samarkand (Central Asia), 7% century

Victoria & Albert Museum, London

Woven silk (lampas) - exotic birds and vine leaves, probably Iran, 14t century

Basilica of San Vitale, Ravenna

Mosaic depicting Empress Theodora and her courtiers, 6t century - around 547
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Mosaic depicting Emperor Justinian and his courtiers

Gabrielle ‘Coco’ Chanel and Fulco di Verdura

Byzantine-inspired jewellery - ‘Maltese Cross’ cuff, 1937
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‘Tejido de las Estrellas’
(Woven Textile with Stars), fragment from the vestments of St. Valerius, 13t century

Gianni Versace

Autumn/Winter 1‘397/19‘33, womenswear, haute couture
I

Victoria & Albert Museum, London

Gianni Versace - Oroton (mesh-like metallic fabric) dress with applied beadwork




Alexander McQueen

Autumn/Winter 2010/2011, womenswear, prét-a-porter

Treasure House of St. Heribert, Cologne
silk samite depicting lions, 10t to 11t century
sil Il and his brother Constantine Il

R |

Valentino - Maria Grazia Chiuri and Pierpaolo Piccioli

Spring 2016, womenswear, haute couture
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Ceiling mosaic, Mausoleums of Santa Costanza,

A peacock and a bird amongst foliage, flowers, and fruit tree:

Victoria & Albert Museum, London
silk samite of peacocks followed by unicorns, Spain (probably Almeria), 1100-1150

Thierry Mugler

“La Chimére’, Autumn/Winter 1997/1998, womenswear, haute couture
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Chinese jin
Woven Textile excavated at Niya Minfeng,
Xinjiang Institute of Culture and Archaeology

Lindau Gospels
Inside back cover - samite woven in Syria depicting griffins and birds (most likely
peacocks) surrounded by flowers in a lozenge composition, 8th to 9th century

Striped silk - lampas weave, Iran or Iraq

silk, Seljuq period, 12th century
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Valentino - Maria Grazia Chiuri and Pierpaolo Piccioli

Spring 2014, womenswear, pr

Decoration - two birds within a roundel

Manastir (now Bitola), North Macedonia, 13t century

Cloth of gold — lampas weave, Central Asia
silk and gold thread, Ilkhanid period, mid-13t century
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Aachen Cathedral, ‘Elephant Silk’
silk samite, made in Constantinople, 10t to 11t century

* ", 0"

Textiles, confronting horses/birds in beaded medallions
Turfan, Uygur Autonomous Region Museum, Urumai, X
Left to right -

‘Samite with Design of Rhinoceros in Beaded Medallion’
Reproduction by Tatsumura Textile Co. Ltd., Kyoto
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'Samite with Design of Rhinoceros in Beaded Medallion’
Fragments, S| in Treasure House, Todal ple, Nara, 8th century

‘Samite with Design of Rhinoceros in Beaded Medallion”
Design sketch of the reproduction - illustration by Kiyoshi Tatsumura

Etro
Designed by Veronica Etro, Autumn/Winter 2009/2010, wom ear, prét-g-porter
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Warp-faced silk

Depicting trees, confronted goats, and confronted birds pattern
Excavated from Astana, Turpan, Xinjiang Uyghur Autonomous Region in 1972

Lampas woven silk textile

Crowned lions and inverted escutcheons, 15t century

Embroidered textile
Riding on cloud imagery
Excavated from Tomb no. 1 at Mawangdui in Changsha, Hunan Province in
7 P > -

14



Victoria & Albert Museum, London
“Byzantin’ fashion design by Madeleine Wallis for Paquin Ltd., Paris, 1923

Byzantine Silk on the Silk Roads:
Journeys between East and West, Past and Future

Reviews:
"Awide-ranging exploration of the borderless terrains traversed by the alluring
patterns and complex looms that created the most treasured cloths in the Medieval
period and continue to inspire today." ~Mary Schoeser, V&A, The Textile Society
and the School of Textiles, UK

"A must-read for scholars and students of textile design ... Thoroughly researched
and beautifully illustrated." --Steeve Buckridge, Grand Valley State University, USA

A detaled, compreniensive and lavishly lusirated study of Byzanine Sl offering
agenuinely on the an of
these key textiles." ~Craig Benjamin, Grand Valley State University, USA
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Head to our Exhibition Road shop to pick up your copy of
Byzantine Silk on the Silk Roads

Count Von Bruhl's Table Fountain:

the Resurrection of a Lost Royal Centrepiece
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https://www.poetryfoundation.org/poems/43291/sailing-to-byzantium

