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This Talk
• Will your iPhone ever be more popular than you 

are? 

• Should you renew Game of Thrones for a 
quintillionth season? 

• How do you make an infinite birthday present? 

• Short moment to reflect on the end of humanity 

• Questions



What does ‘Generative 
Software’ even mean?

Part I:



What are we afraid of?



Manfred Mohr, 1971

There’s a fuzzy line



There’s a fuzzy line

Minecraft



There’s a fuzzy line

The Deep Forger



1. More ‘Organic’ Than Before
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1. More ‘Organic’ Than Before

The Next Rembrandt, ING/Microsoft/TU Delft



2. AI Is Everywhere…



2. AI Is Everywhere…

Google DeepMind vs. Lee Sedol, March 2016



…We’re Told To Be Scared…

Slate, April 2016



…And Creativity Might Be All We Have Left

The BBC, September 2015



That’s Not Why We 
Make Stuff



Creating Makes Us Happy

Bob Ross



That’s Not Why We  
Read/Listen/Play/Watch Stuff



We connect with and understand people 
through what and how they create



We also connect and understand each 
other through these shared experiences



Not everything needs an epic backstory





We might find AI we relate to as well,  
in a different kind of way



But this human connection is important to 
all forms of creative activity

We can complement it with new things, but it 
can’t ever go away.



Will my iPhone be more 
popular than me?



Should you renew Game of 
Thrones for a quintillionth 

season?

Part II:



Good job, buddy



Time to relax!



AS SEEN AT ‘NEW SCIENTIST LIVE’

GAME OF THRONES: 
THE GENERATIVE  
BOX SET EDITION

ALL 10  SEASONS!
18

IN ONE TINY ALGORITHMIC PACKAGE

SEND MONEY NOW



Strange New Words

• Every one is unique! 

• Endless things to see! 

• Discover things for the first time!



1. Unique



10,000 Bowls Of Oatmeal

(@galaxykate)
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10,000 Bowls Of Oatmeal

(@galaxykate)



2. Endless



We’re hardwired to detect patterns



Smaller On The Inside





3. Discovery



Discovery is an appealing aesthetic



But discovery requires context…



…and it requires variation



If everything is special, then nothing is



AS SEEN AT ‘NEW SCIENTIST LIVE’

GAME OF THRONES: 
THE GENERATIVE  
BOX SET EDITION

ALL 10  SEASONS!
18

IN ONE TINY ALGORITHMIC PACKAGE

SEND MONEY NOW



Should you renew Game 
of Thrones for a 

quintillionth season?



How do you make an 
infinite birthday present?

Part III:



New technology is often inaccessible



But it doesn’t stay that way forever



Access lets technology grow and evolve



We need you to join us!



www.cheapbotsdonequick.com



“pub-name” : [“The #animal# and #animal#”,  
          “The #adjective# #animal#”]

“animal” : [“Lion”, “Owl”, “Centaur”, “Labradoodle”]

“adjective” : [“Laughing”, “Dancing”, “Happy”]
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The Dancing Lion



The Dancing 
Lion





How do you make an 
infinite birthday present?

cheapbotsdonequick.com



A Short Moment
• Software can’t replace humans completely - 

humans are the reason why we create anything! 

• We’re going to enjoy lots of cool computer-made 
things in the future - but we’re going to have to learn 
some new lessons too. 

• Making things that make things is the new, cool art 
form - and you can be a part of it!
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