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We’re Britain’s greenest energy company. We don’t just supply green 
energy, we use the money from our customers’ bills to make it too – we 
EXLOG�ZLQGPLOOV�DQG�VRODU�SDUNV��DQG�ZLOO�EH�SRZHULQJ�XS�%ULWDLQȇV�ȴUVW�
green gas mill in spring 2023, making sustainable gas from grass. The 
faster we increase the amount of renewable energy in Britain’s energy 
mix, the faster we’ll get to net zero.

So, join the likes of Forest Green Rovers FC – described by FIFA as ‘the 
greenest football club in the world’ – by switching to 100% renewable 
energy with Ecotricity. It’s the biggest thing you can do to make a real 
GLHUHQFH�LQ�ȴJKWLQJ�WKH�FOLPDWH�FULVLV�

Visit ecotricity.co.uk/gei15_quote 
or call us on 0345 600 1994

Go green,  
be seen. 

Thank you to all our associates for your support. 
Find out more about becoming an associate at www.agreenerfuture.com 

or email hello@agreenerfuture.com
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Thank you to all our associates for your support. 
Find out more about becoming an associate at www.agreenerfuture.com 

or email hello@agreenerfuture.com
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Welcome to the 15th 
annual Green Events & 
Innovations Conference. 

With events, live music, 
and sports having been 
back in full swing for a 
year now, never before has 
sustainability been higher 
on the agenda. Maybe 
that’s because some of 
us have realised that the 
thing that poleaxed our 
industry – the pandemic 
– wasn’t just a random 
event but a symptom of our broken relationship 
with the natural world. For years scientists have 
been telling us that pandemics are increasingly 
likely and tied directly to biodiversity loss. We 
ignored them. Until we couldn’t. 

Things have to change – because right now, 
a new zoonotic virus is crossing over to the 
human world every four months. Either we 
take this seriously or we are complicit in the 
destruction of our own industry (at the very 
least). How can we look ourselves in the mirror 
if our events, venues, businesses etc are just an 
excuse for people to forget about the problems 
we’ve helped create? The scale of threat has 
never been more visible with the toll of climate 
change, pollution, inequality, and biodiversity 
loss laid bare. 

Today we have some of the leading and most 
inspiring organisations and minds together in 

one space to share, connect, and 
accelerate the positive actions 
we all need to take to prevent 
further damage and repair the 
damage already done.

As well as being an important 
edition of GEI, this is a 
momentous occasion for the 
event organisers, A Greener 
Festival.  After 17 years, A Greener 
Festival begins a new life as 
A Greener Future. 

As a not-for-profi t, we’ve spent 
nearly two decades pouring all we have into the 
sustainability of the live sector. Born from the 
dissertation and passion project of 22-year-old 
me in 2005, AGF cut its teeth on the global 
music festival scene, with the world’s fi rst event 
sustainability standards – The Greener Festival 
Awards. These have been used all around 
the world by hundreds of music festivals, 
such as Roskilde (DK); Glastonbury, Green 
Gathering, and Shambala in the UK; Primavera 
Sound (ES); Bonnaroo (US); Boom Festival 
(PT); and Rainbow Serpent (AU), to name a 
few. The hundreds of events and thousands 
of individuals who have participated, the 
sustainability experts and all our AGF Assessors 
over the years, have helped shape and build 
what we know as AGF Certifi cation today.

In 2016, AGF consultancy and CO2 analysis 
began along with our Sustainable Event 
Management and Assessor training. In 2017, we 
expanded this to company in-house training 
and online training with Falmouth University. 
The Greener Event Awards were launched to 
include other event types such as the RHS 
Chelsea Flower Show, business events, and 
conferences. Around this time, our certifi cation 
and on-site assessor audits became a tool for 
local authorities to ensure festivals are reaching 

It’s no longer a niche – 
a nice thing to do – it’s 
an all-encompassing 

direction of travel 
where all of the pieces 

are starting to (and 
have to) fi t together for 
a greener future for us 
all. Anything else, quite 

frankly, is madness.
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required standards for sustainability in cities such 
as Amsterdam and Utrecht.

Working directly with artists, agents, and 
managers in 2019, we launched the Green Artist 
Rider with Coda Agency (subsequently Paradigm, 
now Wasserman). Our work expanded into the 
sports sector with Threshold Events, Limelight 
Sports, and Bath Half Marathon being some of the 
fi rst to use training, consultancy, and certifi cation, 
respectively. The following year, we consolidated 
our position as a leading authority in sustainability 
and event management by achieving HESA (UK 
Government) recognition as an accreditor of 
university and professional courses in the area.

Continuing to branch into the full-event 
ecosystem, piecing the puzzle together, 2020 
saw the launch of the Greener Arena and Venue 
schemes, with iconic names such as OVO Hydro, 
The O2, OVO Wembley Arena, and Forest Green 
Rovers F.C. being the fi rst to attain certifi cation.

In 2021, A Greener Tour began, with Bring Me 
The Horizon as an early adopter, who reduced 
emissions by nearly 40% on the road in the world’s 
fi rst post-pandemic arena tour. With artists, tours, 
venues, events, festivals, and education, Greener 
Supplier certifi cation has naturally followed, as the 
lifeblood and “boots on the ground” of the sector.

With this wealth of experience, growing team, 
and international network of sustainable event 
specialists, we now provide sustainability directors, 
managers, and staff to events, including HM the 
Queen’s Platinum Jubilee Pageant, AEG Presents, 
and Concert 4 Earth in 2022. Added to the suite 
of support services are Biodiversity Impact 
Assessments, Investment Grade Energy Audits, 
and Life Cycle Analysis, to name a few.

We have always been about real action that raises 
the bar, with continuous improvements. Quality 
over quantity. In our new incarnation, we broaden 
horizons and raise ambition to do the important 
work of bringing the whole events, music, 
entertainment, and sports ecosystem into more 
sustainable structures and ways of operating. 

Having grown and evolved along with the 
sector through the lens of sustainability, our 
unique position to understand and support has 
never been more important. There are huge 
emissions reductions to be made, which require 
drastic changes to business-as-usual. But these 
drastic changes present a huge opportunity. 
Sustainability is directly linked to risk, reputation, 
and increasing legislation. 

Here in the UK, we have a legally binding national 
net-zero target, and in the last month a new 
department for net-zero was established in 
government. Make no mistake, soon you will be 
legally required (if you are not already) to publish 
your emissions, have a credible net-zero plan, 
and be audited on your progress. Your fans and 
audiences will be watching. Your clients will be 
asking you in their procurement processes. Your 
artists and talent will demand it, and those that 
fall short will soon be losing business. 

Take the CEO of a massive AV company we’re 
working with, who said: “I care about the planet, 
but if I’m going to be hard-nosed about it, the 
commercial advantage of being the fi rst truly net-
zero supplier in fi ve years’ time far outweighs any 
cost and pain between now and then.” Or what 
about the bands that are now asking their teams 
to route their tours to the greenest venues? Maybe 
some people don’t care about the planet. They’re 
still going to have to take it seriously. Or go out of 
business.

In what remains of this pivotal decade, we will 
guide the sector through its net-zero journey 
and responsibilities. Our unique vantage point 
and experience places us at the heart of this 
transition for our sector, as we map actions 
and responsibilities that are fair, effective, and 
necessary.

We remain here, steadfast, and ready to help all 
organisations who are willing to change and join 
us during this transformative time. 

Our story refl ects the evolution of sustainability 
in the events and entertainment sector and in 
society at large. It’s no longer a niche – a nice thing 
to do – it’s an all-encompassing direction of travel 
where all of the pieces are starting to (and have to) 
fi t together for a greener future 
for us all. Anything else, quite 
frankly, is madness.

Welcome to GEI. 
Welcome to A Greener Future.

Claire O’Neill
CEO, A Greener Future
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Schedule
09:45 - 10:00
GEI WELCOME & INTRODUCTION
Room 1
HOSTS: Claire O’Neill & Teresa Moore

A few warm words of welcome to GEI 15.

10:00 - 11:00
PANEL: 

ADAPTING TO THE NEW CLIMATE
Room 1
HOST: Jonathan Overend (BBC / NinetyFour19)

*\XVIQI�[IEXLIV��MRGPYHMRK�ǼSSHW��TVSPSRKIH�

LIEX�[EZIW��ERH�ZMSPIRX�WXSVQW�EVI�RS[�MQTEGXMRK�

XLI�VMWO�QEREKIQIRX��WEJIX]��STIVEXMSRW��ERH�WMXI�

ZMEFMPMX]�SJ�IZIRXW���S��LS[�EVI�IZIRXW�VIWTSRHMRK�

ERH�EHETXMRK�XS�XLIWI�IEVP]�WXEKIW�SJ�GPMQEXI�

change, and how are they striving to curtail further 

climate-related havoc going forwards?

.R�XLMW�TERIP��[I�I\TPSVI�XLI�MQTEGX�SJ�GPMQEXI�

change on creating and delivering events and how 

[I�GER�EHETX�XS�E�ƸRI[ƹ�GPMQEXI�

Guest Speakers:

Jane Healy (Glastonbury / Boomtown Fair) 

Artur Mendes (Boom Festival / Being Gathering)

Ric Robins 8LI�2IX�4ǽGI�

10:00 - 10:30
CASE STUDY: 

THE PLATINUM JUBILEE PAGEANT
Room 2
HOST: Sangeeta Waldron (�IVIRHMTMX]�57�

Her Majesty The Queen’s Platinum Jubilee 

5EKIERX�5/5��XSSO�TPEGI���/YRI�������XIPPMRK�

XLI�WXSV]�SJ�XLI�'VMXMWL�QSREVGLƶW����]IEV�VIMKR�

and how society has transformed during that 

IVE��8LI�5/5�[EW�HIXIVQMRIH�XS�PIEZI�E�TSWMXMZI�

legacy, for both communities and the events 

industry, including a clear commitment to 

minimise carbon emissions and waste. The event 

[EW����	�ZIKER��YWIH����	�VIRI[EFPI�IRIVK]��

ERH����	�GEVFSR�VIQSZIH��XS�REQI�NYWX�E�JI[�

RSXEFPI�EGLMIZIQIRXW��.R�XLI�ǻVWX�TEVX�SJ�XLMW�

TERIP��5/5�(*4�7SWERRE�2EGLEHS�[MPP�VIZMI[�

XLI�WYWXEMREFMPMX]�EGXMSRW�TYX�MR�TPEGI�ERH�XLI�

takeaways from this huge and iconic event.

Guest Speaker:

Rosanna Machado (Zebra / Platinum 

Jubilee Pageant)

10:30 - 11:00
PRESENTATION: 

CARBON OFFSETS: THE GOOD, 
THE BAD & THE UGLY
Room 2
HOST: Sangeeta Waldron �IVIRHMTMX]�57�

Even if we do everything else right on reducing 

IQMWWMSRW��XLI�[SVPH�WXMPP�RIIHW�XS�VIQSZI�YT�XS�

����KMKEXSRRIW�SJ�GEVFSR�JVSQ�XLI�EXQSWTLIVI�

F]�������.R�XLI�GYVVIRX�GEVFSR�ƸSǺWIXƹ�QEVOIX�Ƴ�E�

QMRIǻIPH�SJ�TSXIRXMEP�KVIIR[EWL�EGGYWEXMSRW�ERH�

EQFMKYSYW�MQTEGX�GPEMQW�Ƴ�LS[�HS�[I�HMWGIVR�

ERH�WYTTSVX�TVSNIGXW�XLEX�HVE[�XLI�GEVFSR�HS[R�

durably, quickly and reliably?

In the second half of this hour, Mark Stevenson 

SJ�(97��I\TPEMRW�GEVFSR�VIQSZEPW�YWMRK�XLI�

Platinum Jubilee Pageant as a case study.

Guest Speaker:

Mark Stevenson�(97��

11:00 - 11:30
THE SUSTAINABILI-TEA 
& COFFEE BREAK
Foyer

11:10 - 11:25
PRESENTATION: 

HERE IT IS – EUROPEAN GREEN 
FESTIVAL ROADMAP 2030
Room 2
HOST: Holger Jan Schmidt =SYVSTI�

)YVMRK�,*.�����MX�[EW�ERRSYRGIH�XLEX�=49745*�

Ƴ�8LI�*YVSTIER�+IWXMZEP�&WWSGMEXMSR�[EW�MR�XLI�

TVSGIWW�SJ�GVIEXMRK�8LI�*YVSTIER�,VIIR�+IWXMZEP�

7SEHQET�������[MXL�XLI�MRTYX�SJ�E�[SVOWLST�XLEX�

XSSO�TPEGI�HYVMRK�,*.�MRZSPZMRK�QSVI�XLER����

TISTPI�EGXMZI�MR�XLI�JIWXMZEP�ERH�PMZI�IZIRXW�WIGXSV��

8LEROW�XS�,4�,VSYT�ERH�IWTIGMEPP]�&,+��XLI�

TVSXSX]TI�SJ�XLI�7SEHQET�MW�RS[�VIEH]�

8LI�7SEHQET�ZMWYEPMWIW�EVIEW�[LIVI�JIWXMZEPW�

and other events need to accelerate to cut their 

IQMWWMSRW�F]������ERH�FIGSQI�GPMQEXI�RIYXVEP�F]�

������EGGSVHMRK�XS�FSXL�*9�TSPMGMIW�ERH�XLI�93�

Paris agreement. It contains easy access advice for 

E�RYQFIV�SJ�JSGYW�EVIEW�EW�[IPP�EW�HMǺIVIRXMEXMSR�

SR�ZEVMSYW�PIZIPW�SJ�I\TIVXMWI�MR�XLI�SVKERMWEXMSR��

*EGL�JSGYW�EVIE�SǺIVW�PMWXW�SJ�QIEWYVIW�ETTPMGEFPI�

JSV�HMǺIVIRX�PIZIPW�SJ�FSXL�MQTEGX�ERH�VIEHMRIWW��

In this way, each festival or event will easily be 

able to create its own sets of goals and measures 

XS�JSPPS[�XLI�7SEHQET��*EGL�JSGYW�EVIE�MW�EPWS�

connected to the relevant SDG.

Guest Speaker:

Nikita Coulter (AGF)

11:30 - 12:30
PANEL:

MOVING ON FROM FOSSIL FUELS
Room 1
HOST: Dale Vince (Ecotricity / Forest Green 

7SZIVW�+�(��

;MXL�VMWMRK�XIQTIVEXYVIW�&3)�VMWMRK�IRIVK]�FMPPW��

XLI�XSTMG�SJ�JSWWMP�JYIPW�GSYPHRƶX�FI�QSVI�MQTSVXERX��

8LMW�TERIP��PIH�F]�*GSXVMGMX]�JSYRHIV�)EPI�:MRGI�

4'*��[MPP�HMWGYWW�LS[�L]FVMH�XIQTSVEV]�TS[IV�

W]WXIQW�GER�VIHYGI�JYIP�GSRWYQTXMSR��;IƶPP�LIEV�

EFSYX�STTSVXYRMXMIW�JSV�GSRRIGXMRK�IZIRX�WMXIW�

to the grid, and how venues and those already 

connected can make their energy bills matter and 

QSZI�YW�XS[EVHW�IRIVK]�MRHITIRHIRGI�ERH�E[E]�

JVSQ�KPSFEP�GSQQSHMX]�TVMGI�QEVOIXW���     

Guest Speakers:

Helen Harland (Manchester City Council)

Michelle Molema (Greener Power)

Richard Godsell 8LI�4���

11:30 - 12:30
PANEL & PRESENTATION: 

SWITCHING ON YOUR 
AUDIENCE – CREATIVE 
CLIMATE COMMUNICATION 
Room 2
HOST: Lucy Siegle (Author & Journalist)

(SQTPI\�QIWWEKIW�GER�FI�GSRZI]IH�MR�E�WMQTPI�

MQEKI��GSRGITX�SV�TMIGI�SJ�QYWMG��8LMW�WIWWMSR�

FIKMRW�[MXL�E�TVIWIRXEXMSR�F]�>IH�&R[EV��E�

HIITP]�TEWWMSREXI�GVIEXMZI�[LS�FIPMIZIW�FVERHW�

WLSYPH�XEOI�VIWTSRWMFMPMX]�JSV�XLI�TPERIX��>IH�[MPP�

HMWGYWW�XLI�TSWXIVW�LI�GVIEXIH�JSV�XLI�,VIIRTIEGI�

GEQTEMKR�ERH�YTGSQMRK�;;+�GEQTEMKR�

featuring major brands and football clubs: World 

Without Nature.

8LI�TERIP�[MPP�XLIR�XEGOPI�[LEXƶW�FIMRK�HSRI�XS�

MRWTMVI�EYHMIRGIW�XS�XEOI�EGXMSR�JSV�XLI�GPMQEXI��XS�

raise awareness for sustainability, and to change 

FILEZMSYV�[LIR�TEVXMGMTEXMRK�MR�IZIRXW�ERH�

beyond. We’ll ask, as we get our house in order, 

LS[�HS�[I�YWI�SYV�ZSMGIW�ERH�TVSǻPIW�JSV�GLERKI$

Guest Speakers:

Zed Anwar :MWYEP�&VXMWX�

Hannah Cox FIXXIVRSXWXST�

Dave Ojay (NAAM Festival)

12:30 - 13:00
DISCUSSION: 

FOOD BACK TO THE FUTURE
Room 1
HOST: Dale Vince *GSXVMGMX]�+SVIWX�,VIIR�7SZIVW�+�(��

)EPI�:MRGI��S[RIV�SJ�EPP�ZIKER�JSSXFEPP�GPYF�+SVIWX�

,VIIR�7SZIVW�EW�[IPP�EW�*GSXVMGMX]��TEVXMGMTEXIW�MR�

E�WIGSRH�,*.�TERIP��8LMW�XMQI�LI�MW�MR�GSRZIVWEXMSR�

with Andy Cato of Wildfarmed and Groove Armada.

These two remarkable individuals will discuss 

what makes sustainable food, the origin of 

Wildfarmed, and why Andy, as a global touring 

artist, became a regenerative farmer. 

(SRWMHIVMRK�JSSH�MW�VIWTSRWMFPI�JSV�SRI�XLMVH�SJ�SYV�

KPSFEP�IQMWWMSRW�ERH�MQTEGXW�FMSHMZIVWMX]�ERH�SYV�

health on every level, this session is a must see. 

Plus we’ll be revealing a great new collaboration… 

just in time for lunch!

Guest Speaker:

Andy Cato (Wildfarmed / Groove Armada)

8
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Schedule
12:30 - 13:00
DISCUSSION:

CIRCULARITY: TURNING OFF THE 
TAP ON NEW
Room 2
HOST: Lucy Siegle (Author & Journalist)

Julia Davies of We Have the Power shares her 

1IWW�7YFFMWL�ZMWMSR�MR�XLMW�6�&�[MXL�&YXLSV�

& Journalist Lucy Siegle. Julia will argue why 

reuse is the only truly sustainable solution and 

LS[�XLI�GSQTERMIW�WLI�MRZIWXW�MR�EVI�QEOMRK�

circularity work.

Guest Speaker:

Julia Davies (We Have The Power)

13:00 - 14:00
VEGAN LUNCH-TIME FEAST
Foyer (through the central corridor)

)IPMGMSYW�GPMQEXI�PSZMRK�TPERX�FEWIH�GYMWMRI�ERH�

ER�STTSVXYRMX]�XS�VIPE\�ERH�SV�RIX[SVO�FIJSVI�XLI�

EJXIVRSSRƶW�TERIPW�GSQQIRGI�

14:00 - 14:40
PRESENTATION: 

ACT 1.5 EXCLUSIVE RESEARCH
Room 1
HOST: John Robb (Louder Than War / 

The Membranes)

�YTTSVXIH�F]�XLI�LYKIP]�WYGGIWWJYP�XVMT�LST�

collective Massive Attack and the Arts Council of 

*RKPERH�&(*���&(8�����MW�E�VIWIEVGL�TVSNIGX�XLEX�

I\TPSVIW�XLI�GLEPPIRKIW�WIX�SYX�MR�XLI�8]RHEPP�

(IRXVI�JSV�(PMQEXI�(LERKI�7IWIEVGLƶW�1MZI�

2YWMG�7SEHQET�

8LI�VIWIEVGL�Ƴ�GEVVMIH�SYX�F]�2EVO�)SRRI�ERH�

/SLR�4ƶ�YPPMZER�MR�TEVXRIVWLMT�[MXL�E�QYPXMTPMGMX]�

SJ�WYTIV�PS[�GEVFSR�TVSZMHIVW�XS�XLI�WIGXSV��ERH�

JIEXYVMRK�RI[P]�GSQQMWWMSRIH�I\TIVX�VIWIEVGL�

JVSQ�8]RHEPP�(IRXVI�EREP]WXW�Ƴ�I\TPSVIW�XLI�

TVEGXMGEP�GLEPPIRKIW�SJ�EHHVIWWMRK��GSTI�������

ERH���IQMWWMSRW�MR�XLI�PMZI�QYWMG�WIGXSV�ERH�LS[�

technical innovation and behavioural change can 

transition touring to a low-carbon future.

This session will share the critical learnings from 

ACT 1.5’s exclusive research.

Guest Speakers:

Mark Donne (ACT 1.5)

Carly McLachlan (Tyndall Centre for Climate 

(LERKI�7IWIEVGL�

14:00 - 14:30
QUICK-FIRE INNOVATION ROUND
Room 2
HOST: Abena Fairweather�1IKEG]�2EVOIXTPEGI�

)IPIKEXIW�LEZI�XLI�STTSVXYRMX]�XS�TVIWIRX�XLIMV�

MRRSZEXMZI�GPMQEXI�GLERKI�ǻKLXMRK�WXEVX�YTW��

businesses, or inventions.

This session will bring you the latest ideas and 

technologies driving sustainability in unique ways. 

Discover how the team at Carnicycle are making 

(EVRMZEP�WYWXEMREFPI �8LI�,VIIR�7SSQƶW�ETTVSEGL�

XS�WYWXEMREFPI�XSSPW�JSV�SRPMRI�QYWMG �+;7)ƶW�

MRRSZEXMZI�[E]W�XS�MQTVSZI�FMR�YWI�XLVSYKL�

KEQMǻGEXMSR �ERH�,*.&ƶW�MHIEW�SR�LS[�XIGLRSPSK]�

GER�LIPT�IZIRXW�WYTTSVX�JSVIWX�VIWXSVEXMSR�

Guest Speakers:

Chris Mastricci +;7)�

Danii McLetchie (Carnicycle)

Thomas Richardson (GEIA)

Gwendolenn Sharp�8LI�,VIIR�7SSQ�

Cerise Cooper (Again / CleanCel)

14:30 - 15:45
PANEL: 

MOVING FORWARD 
SUSTAINABILITY THEORY, 
RESEARCH & PRACTICE
�TSRWSV��&*2*�&WWSGMEXMSR�JSV�*ZIRXW�

Management Education)

Room 2
HOST: Adrian Bossey (Cornwall Business School 

/ Falmouth University)

GEI15 will be hosting the Association of 

Event Management Educators (AEME) and 

FVMRKMRK�XSKIXLIV�E�TERIP�SJ�PIEHMRK�IZIRX�ERH�

sustainability researchers from across the UK to 

discuss the current and future direction of event 

and sustainability research.

Guest Speakers:

Daniel Baxter (Glasgow Caledonian University)

Jane Ali-Knight�*HMRFYVKL�3ETMIV�9RMZIVWMX]�

Clare Mackay (University of the West of England)

Briony Whitaker (University of the West 

of England)

14:45 - 15:45
PANEL:

A GREENER TOUR ROUND IV
Room 1
HOST: John Robb (Louder Than War / 

The Membranes)

.XƶW�FIIR�ǻZI�]IEVW�WMRGI�[I�LSWXIH�SYV�,VIIRIV�

8SYV�TERIP�EX�,*.�����MRGI�XLIR��[IƶZI�I\TIVMIRGIH�

'VI\MX�ERH�E�TERHIQMG��&RH�[I�LEZI�JSYRH�SYX�XLEX�

if we get out of kilter with the environment, then 

[I�QE]�LEZI�XS�GERGIP�TVIXX]�QYGL�IZIV]�IZIRX�

SR�XLI�TPERIX�

So, now that touring is back in full swing… are we on 

XLI�VSEH�XS�E�KVIIRIV�XSYV$�.R�XLMW�TERIP��[I�XEOI�E�

look at what has changed, what can be changed, 

ERH�XLI�TVEGXMGEPMXMIW�SJ�XV]MRK�XS�GLERKI�XLI�QSHIP�

Guest Speakers:

Jamal Chalabi (Backlash Productions / AGF)

Carol Scott (TAIT)

15:45 - 16:10
THE SUSTAINABILI-TEA
& COFFEE BREAK
Foyer

16:10 - 17:10
KEYNOTE CONVERSATION:

BRIAN ENO & JACOB COLLIER 
– MUSIC AS A SOCIAL 
SYNCHRONISER
�TSRWSV��*EVXL�5IVGIRX

Room 1
HOST: Emma-Louise Amanshia

2YWMGMER��TVSHYGIV��ZMWYEP�EVXMWX��ERH�EGXMZMWX�

Brian Eno, will be in conversation with Grammy 

Award-winning singer-songwriter and multi-

instrumentalist Jacob Collier.

Music as a Social Synchroniser will see these two 

MRGVIHMFPI�EVXMWXW�ERH�MRWTMVMRK�MRHMZMHYEPW�I\TPSVI�

the social function of music and how it changes 

YW��SǺIVW�YW�E�PSGEP�GSYRXIVTSMRX�XS�XLI�FMK�XLMRKW�

LETTIRMRK�MR�XLI�[SVPH��ERH�[L]�MX�MW�WS�MQTSVXERX�

in a community. 

The question of where music comes from, 

and how it arises, not just from the minds of 

individuals but from whole societies, traditions, 

and living ecosystems, is a way to connect it to 

the big question of the climate crisis and music’s 

VIWTSRWI�XS�MX�

17:15 - 18:15
INTERNATIONAL AGF AWARDS 
AND TOAST
Room 1
HOSTS: Emma-Louise Amanshia 

& Claire O’Neill (AGF)

8S�VSYRH�SǺ�E�HE]�SJ�[LEX�[I�LSTI�[IVI�

MRWTMVMRK�MRWMKLXW�ERH�WXMQYPEXMRK�TERIPW�ERH�

GSRZIVWEXMSRW��[I�VEMWI�E�KPEWW�SJ�GLEQTEKRI�SV�

JVIWLP]�WUYII^IH�4/�-QQ��'YGOW�ǻ^^��ER]SRI$��

to celebrate the 16th year of the AGF Awards and 

EPP�SJ�XLSWI�GIVXMǻIH�MR�������5PYW��[I�VIZIEP�XLI�

[MRRIVW�SJ�XLI�.RXIVREXMSREP�&,+�&[EVHW������

18:15 - 20:00
CLOSING DRINKS
Foyer

Come and celebrate the end to a fantastic and 

FYW]�HE]�[MXL�WSQI�ǻREP�RIX[SVOMRK�ERH�WSQI�

lovely booze.  

9
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Other*

A GREENER FUTURE

JUICY STATS
AVERAGE NUMBERS OF 
ATTENDEES PER EVENT

COUNTRIES WHERE ASSESSMENTS CARRIED OUT 
Australia, Belgium, Denmark, France, Germany, 
Netherlands, Norway, Portugal, Slovenia, Spain, 
Switzerland, UK, US

AVERAGE DURATION 
OF EVENT (IN DAYS)

BASED IN UK, 
EU OR EEA

<5,000

5,000 to 19,999

2.5

20,000 to 49,999

3.8
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This year, 29 events and 
arenas from 11 countries 
are fi nalists for the 
International AGF Awards. 
Finalists were selected 
from all AGF certifi ed 
Greener Events, Greener 
Festivals, and Greener 
Arenas over the last year, 
with top scores across 
key sustainability criteria. 

Congratulations to all 
nominees for breaking 
ground and working hard 
to make events, arenas, 
and festivals greener!

International Greener 
Festival Award

Cambridge Folk Festival (UK)
DGTL Festival Amsterdam (NL)
Green Gathering (UK)
Øya Festival (NO)
Paradise City  (BE)
Pete The Monkey (FR)
Platinum Jubilee Pageant (UK)
Shambala Festival (UK)
We Love Green (FR)

Greener Transport Award
DGTL Festival Amsterdam (NL)
Luno presents All Points East (UK)
Øya Festival (NO)
Paradise City  (BE)
Rosendal Garden Party (SE)
Walden Festival (BE)
WECANDANCE (BE)
We Love Green (FR)

Community Action Award
Green Gathering (UK)
Luno presents All Points East (UK)
Forest Green Rovers F.C. (UK)
Øya Festival (NO)
Platinum Jubilee Pageant (UK)
Robin Hood Annual Benefi t (US)
Shambala Festival  (UK)
Sonidos Liquidos (ES)

Circular Event Award
(for reduced waste & resourcefulness)
Boom Festival (PT)
Cambridge Folk Festival (UK)
DGTL Festival Amsterdam (NL)
Green Gathering (UK)
Øya Festival (NO)
Shambala Festival (UK)
Strawberry Fields (AU)
We Love Green (FR)

Sponsored by:
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Greener Catering Award

DGTL Festival Amsterdam (NL)
elrow Town (NL)
Forest Green Rovers FC (UK)
Green Gathering (UK)
Platinum Jubilee Pageant (UK)
Shambala Festival (UK)
Strafwerk Festival (NL)
WoNDeRFeeL (NL)

Greener Power Award
Cambridge Folk Festival (UK)
DGTL Festival Amsterdam (NL)
elrow Town (NL)
Green Gathering (UK)
Leopallooza (UK) 
Øya Festival (NO)
Shambala Festival (UK) 
SWR3 New Pop Festival (DE)

Pied Piper Award
(for Greener Communication)
Boom Festival (PT)
DGTL Festival Amsterdam (NL)
Forest Green Rovers FC (UK)
Greenbelt Festival (UK)
Øya Festival (NO)
Platinum Jubilee Pageant (UK)
Shambala Festival (UK)
Sonidos Liquidos (ES)

AGF Water & Sanitation Award

American Express presents BST Hyde Park (UK)
Boom Festival (PT)
DGTL Festival Amsterdam (NL)
Paradise City  (BE)
Pete the Monkey (FR)
Primavera Sound (ES)
Strawberry Fields (AU)
We Love Green (FR)

Greener Innovations Award
Global Broadcast 

@ Atlantis Concert for Earth (PT)
Biological Water Treatment 

@ Boom Festival (PT)
Infl atable Recycling 

@ elrowTown (NL)
Moon Loos 

@ Green Gathering (UK)
Green Mobility Plan 

@ Paradise City (BE)
Bike Rally 

@ Pete The Monkey (FR)
Summer Daze
  @ The O2 (UK)
WomanInFan Initiative 

@ Sitges Film Festival (ES)
Farmers Brunch 

@ WECANDANCE (BE)

2023
INTERNATIONAL AGF AWARDS

FINALISTS

Sponsored by:Sponsored by:
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UNLEASHING THE POWER OF MUSIC
IN SERVICE OF THE PLANET.

	�� �� �����Ň �����Ƃ������������Ņ���

FIND OUT MORE AT EARTHPERCENT.ORG

������������ �� � ���������� ������� �� ������� ��� ����� ŬƗƗƞƞƙƟƗŭ ��� � ������� ������� �� ��������� �� ������� ��� ����� ŬƗƘƚƖƝƚƙƟŭ

FESTIVALS
Bloodstock Open Air (UK)
Brockwell Live (UK) 
Das Fest (DE)
Deer Shed (UK)
Jardín de las Delicias (ES)
Leopallooza (UK)
Luno presents All Points East (UK)
MetalDays (SL)
Rosendal Garden Party (SE)
Shindig (UK)
Standon Calling (UK)
Strawberry Fields (AU)
SWR3 New Pop (DE)
Underneath the Stars (UK)
Valley Fest (UK)

EVENTS
FUSE International Dance 
  Showcase (UK)
Manchester Góbéfest (UK)
Manchester Mega Mela (UK) 
Sitges Film Festival (ES)
Terminal V Halloween (UK)
The Music Managers Forum Artist
and Managers Awards (UK)  

ARENAS
OVO Arena Wembley (UK)
The O2 Arena (UK)   

IMPROVERS

14

Huge congratulations are due to the 51 festivals, events, and arenas across 
12 countries who achieved AGF Certifi cation in 2022. This rigorous and 
comprehensive assessment process sets the standard for sustainability in the 
live events sector.

Hats off to all those festivals and events who took part, demonstrating their 
commitment to improving environmental sustainability and social equality. 
And a special shout out to all the local event and venue teams and all the AGF 
Assessors who worked tirelessly to complete these assessments.

AGF CERTIFIED
FESTIVALS, EVENTS & ARENAS 

                            2022
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UNLEASHING THE POWER OF MUSIC
IN SERVICE OF THE PLANET.

	�� �� �����Ň �����Ƃ������������Ņ���

FIND OUT MORE AT EARTHPERCENT.ORG

������������ �� � ���������� ������� �� ������� ��� ����� ŬƗƗƞƞƙƟƗŭ ��� � ������� ������� �� ��������� �� ������� ��� ����� ŬƗƘƚƖƝƚƙƟŭ

COMMENDED

FESTIVALS
Bordeaux Open Air (FR)

De Zon (NL)
elrow Town  (NL)
Greenbelt (UK)

Mystic Garden (NL)
Pleinvrees Festival (NL)

Straf Werk (NL)
walden festival (BE)
WECANDANCE (BE)
WoNDeRFeeL (NL)

EVENTS
Cridem pel Clima (ES)

MadBlue (ES)

HIGHLY 
COMMENDED

FESTIVALS
American Express presents 

  BST Hyde Park (UK)
Boom Festival (PT)

Dockyard Festival (NL)
Primavera Sound (ES)
Sonidos Líquidos (ES)

EVENTS
Robin Hood’s Annual 

Benefi t (US)

OUTSTANDING

FESTIVALS
Cambridge Folk Festival (UK)  

DGTL (NL)
Green Gathering (UK)

Øyafestivalen (NO)
Paradise City (BE)

Pete the Monkey (FR)
Shambala (UK)

We Love Green (FR)

EVENTS
Platinum Jubilee

   Pageant (UK)
    

ARENAS
Forest Green Rovers 
   Football Club (UK)

15
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MANIFESTO: 
NOW IN 
PAPERBACK

ENJOY YOUR 
COPY FROM GEI

New chapters from Dale on 
the multiple crises we face, 
the dog days of free market the dog days of free market 
dogma and the emerging crisis 
of Capitalism. He also writes 
about the false economy of an 
unbalanced tax system and 
how changing that, is one of 
the keys to a greener Britain.
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Dale Vince’s Devil’s Kitchen 
produces the shiitake 
mushroom burger. The 
company is an extension    
of the work of vegan 
football club Forest Green 
Rovers and is named 
after their stadium’s main 
catering outlet, where the 
venture began.

The burger has been road-
tested extensively for large-
scale events having been 
enjoyed by many thousands 
of fans on match days at 
the club. The super tasty 

recipe is high in protein 
and demonstrates that the 
transition from meat can 
be achieved without fear of 
missing out!

Its CO2e is far lower than 
that of the beef equivalent, 

too, and Devil’s Kitchen 
have used UN Certifi ed 
carbon credits to offset to 
net carbon neutral.

The burger bun is a 
collaboration between 
fi fth-generation, Cotswold-
based Hobbs House  
Bakery and regenerative 
brand Wildfarmed.

Wildfarmed fl our helps 
fi x the planet. By putting 
soil health fi rst, and 
paying farmers properly, 
Wildfarmed are able to 
grow tasty, highly nutritious 
food, in a way that heals the 
planet. All of Wildfarmed 
fl our comes from wheat 
grown without the use 
of ‘cides’, in a system that 
prioritises soil health, 
increasing soil biodiversity, 
drawing carbon from the 
atmosphere and producing 
nutrient dense food.

Devil’s Kitchen
& Wildfarmed
Today’s lunch includes a “wickedly 
tasty” vegan slider burger.
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Environmental Practice, 
Legislation, and Bottom-up 
Led Change

Greening the UK 
Live Events Sector

It’s the time of year again when we look ahead 
to the sorts of developments likely to be a focus 
during the coming year, and there are a number 
to highlight for 2023.

It is nearly two years since the DCMS report: The 
future of UK music festivals and 18 months since 
the government’s response, which urged festival 
organisers to work with  organisations such as A 
Greener Festival to continue to make progress 
in becoming greener. The published report was 
short on detail and to my mind oversimplifi ed 
the causes of increased emissions, putting them 
down solely to the growth of the market. I’ll return 
to this later. 

It did, though notably, include a call for 
local authorities to adopt standardised 
environmental objectives as part of festival 
licensing requirements. In effect, calling on local 
authorities to hold the festival sector to account, 
to help them, the local authorities, and the 
government meet their own emission targets. 
However, the government response, which was 
that it would continue to examine the role 
it can play in improving the sustainability 
of events, implied that yet another can was 
being kicked down the road. More recent 
indicators of the government’s approach to 
environmental issues, such as their apparent 
reluctance to hold water companies to account 
for continued sewerage discharges into our 
rivers and oceans, are signs that any changes to 
licensing legislation to tackle festival emissions 
is probably a long way off.

In the meantime, sectors within the industry 
have been working to develop a voluntary Green 
Code of Conduct to set out minimum green 
standards for festival organisers. Whilst the 
development of the code is yet another example 
of the industry being proactive and ahead of 
government and legislation, it is arguable how 
effective any voluntary code can be, particularly 
in instances where the industry will continue to, 
as the DCMS put it, “mark its own homework” 
DCMS (2021). The full draft of the code is due to 
be published this year.

Single-use Plastics Legislation 
Comes into Force in 2023
In October 2023, new legislation banning 
unnecessary single-use plastics will come 
into force. The legislation will cover single-use 
plastic plates, trays, bowls, cutlery, balloon sticks, 
and some types of polystyrene cups and food 
containers. For many in the festival industry, 
the introduction of the legislation will be after 
their events have taken place this year and will 
only start to see its effect in 2024. However, the

Teresa Moore
Director, A Greener Future

18

A5brochure.indd   18A5brochure.indd   18 21/02/2023   11:3921/02/2023   11:39



06
government says that the date is designed 
to give those affected a chance to make 
changes. At A Greener Future (formerly 
Festival), we have been advising events 
to move away from plastic serveware for 
many years and have seen real progress 
in this area, even before the Covid years. 
Events and festivals, though, will now have 
to keep their eye on the ball to make sure 
that they, along with all their food traders, 
are compliant.

Green Deal Circular Festivals 
(GDCF)
Now with 43 festivals and events signed 
up from across Europe as well as the UK, 
the aim is to create festivals that are fully 
circular by 2025. After the setbacks of the 
Covid years, it may be that this year we 
will see real progress in the development 
of the circular festival, as a result of 
the collaboration between the Dutch 
government and festivals. The circular 
festival,  though, is just the fi rst step on 
the path to a much bigger goal and that is 
the Dutch government’s mission to create 
a circular economy. We look forward to 
further developments in this truly ground-
breaking initiative during the 2023 season.

Greater Collaboration between 
Practitioners and Theorists
Over the years, we have seen many 
interventions designed by festivals to 

help deal with a range of environmental 
impacts created by the festival. What we 
haven’t seen so much of is those initiatives 
supported and evaluated by theory. 
The tendency has been to introduce 
an initiative, and if that doesn’t work, 
move on to the next one, sometimes on 
a rather ad hoc basis. A closer working 
relationship between festival organisers 
and researchers to understand why some 
interventions work and others don’t and 
how theory can inform practice and vice 
versa is behind our decision to invite 
the Association for Event Management 
Education to host a panel at this year’s 
GEI. We will hear about some exciting 
research projects in the pipeline, which 
will be carried out by festivals during 
2023. Hopefully, we can encourage more 
organisers and theorists to collaborate.

At the beginning of this article, I 
mentioned that I thought the DCMS had 
over-simplifi ed the causes of the industry’s 
increased emissions in their report. Whilst 
increased economic activity is surely a 
factor, my own research has found that 
it is not the only factor. We need to pay 
more attention to the social factors that 
infl uence and affect not only audience 
behaviour but that of the organiser and all 
those involved in staging events. We need 
to look beyond what people say they will 
do and understand more about what they 
actually do and why. More developments 
in this area to come later this year.

For now, though, I wish everyone a 
successful and more environmentally 
friendly 2023.

We need to pay more attention to the social factors that infl uence and affect 
not only audience behaviour but that of the organiser and all those involved 
in staging events. We need to look beyond what people say they will do and 
understand more about what they actually do and why.
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Delegates
NAME COMPANY, COUNTRY EMAIL ADDRESS PHONE
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Introducing Ecotricity
  
We’re Britain’s greenest energy company, 
with a mission to end fossil fuels for good. 
It’s part of our wider vision for a zero carbon 
Britain, as set out by our founder Dale Vince.

Ecotricity Group works across four key 
areas: energy, transport, food and nature. 
Together, the fi rst three make up 80% of all 
our carbon footprints. By changing what we 
do in these areas, we can make the biggest 
possible difference.  

We don’t just supply green energy, we use 
the money from our customers’ bills to make 
it ourselves – we build windmills and solar 
parks and will be powering up Britain’s fi rst 
green gas mill in spring 2023, generating 
sustainable gas from a source that will never 
run out – grass!  

Over the last 27 years we’ve built 74 windmills 
in 24 wind parks up and down the country. 
Together they save 37,422 tonnes of C02 
every year. It’s not just windmills – our new 
hybrid sun and wind parks in Devon and 
Leicestershire opened in December 2022, 

helping to increase the amount of renewable 
energy in Britain’s energy mix. 

Making events greener.

The effects of climate change continue to be 
felt worldwide. It’s more important than ever 
for the live events, sports and creative sector 
to lead the way in the fi ght against climate 
change, showcasing green events as the 
new normal. 

That’s why Ecotricity are directly involved with 
green events and their organisers throughout 
Britain, including WOMAD, Vegan Camp 
Out, Future Yard and of course, Forest Green 
Rovers FC, described by FIFA as ‘the greenest 
football club in the world’. 

Joining Ecotricity is the biggest and simplest 
things you can do to help fi ght the climate 
crisis, reduce your carbon footprint and help 
the UK events industry tackle climate change.

Get a quote at ecotricity.co.uk/gei15_quote

Visit ecotricity.co.uk/gei15
or call us on 0345 600 1994

A word from     
                                  our sponsors                                  
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Thanks to all of our volunteers, chair folk, 
speakers, sponsors, supporters and attendees.

Special thanks to Lou Percival, Greg Parmley, 
Chris Prosser, and the entire ILMC team and 
their suppliers for their care and support in 
shaping and delivering GEI15.

We’d also like to thank the staff of the Royal 
Lancaster for all their patience and assistance. 

Especially Sally Beck, Gareth Bush, Steven 
Pritchard, Rowena Schebela, Philip Wicebloom 
and  Serkan Yildirim. 

And thanks to the numerous other individuals 
who have contributed to GEI15.

Finally, to the global network of activists and 
front-liners who couldn’t be here with us today 
– thank you, thank you, thank you.

Thank you

Team GEI

Thanks to our 
Supporters, 
Sponsors 
& Partners:
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