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Appointed Convener - 2024 Royal Scottish Academy’s 198th Annual Exhibition
Wendy McMurdo appointed Convener of the 2024 Royal Scottish Academy Annual Exhibition 
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In 2023, I was appointed as Convener for the 2024 Royal Scottish Academy’s 198th Annual Exhibition which took place in the RSA Galleries in Edinburgh 
from 11th May to 16th June 2024. Appointed as Convener, I had the responsibility to curate, shape the vision of and oversee the selection and 
installation of this key event. The final show was ranged across all galleries and floors of the RSA and was made up of 418 works in total, from a variety 
of different mediums. 

The final exhibition consisted of three distinctive parts. The first element consisted of a selection from an open submission. In excess of two thousand 
works – national and international – were submitted with approximately 250 works finally selected. The second element was the inclusion of works from 
five artists specially invited by the Convener to be included in the 2024 Annual. The final element was made up of works submitted by RSA 
Academicians. These three elements came together in the curation of the show, under the broad theme of ‘voices’ (see Convener’s essay for further 
elaboration on the theme). 

A significant part of the Annual is the portfolio of awards given to selected artists and this year, there were awards given out from a wide range of 
sponsors. Further details of the funders and sponsors can be found in the illustrated catalogue produced for the event (full pdf provided). During the run 
of the exhibition, several public engagement events were scheduled to reach existing and new audiences. These events included: a Convener’s Tour, a 
Patrons Tour, an Architecture Discussion event, a Family Art Day, a private view event for collectors and a private view event for exhibitors, all designed 
to give exposure and insight into the construction of the exhibition. 
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The rigour of this output can be understood as the extent to which the curatorial input demonstrated ‘intellectual coherence and integrity’. 
My curatorial theme was ‘voices’ and this was explored in several different ways; in the choice of invited artists selected for the exhibition (Helen de Main’s 
overlooked voices in her piece ‘We want the Moon’, the virtual connections and digital voices in Jon Thomson and Alison Craighead’s ‘The Wall’ and in Rae-Yen Song 
exploration of ancestral voices in her collected sculptural works). This theme was further developed in the Open Submission of the exhibition which work 
selected from an international submission of over 2000 works. The final selection of the open submission also included six works from artists from the Garvald 
Community supporting people with disabilities. The theme of a multiplicity of voices was further developed in the thematics of the architectural curation convened 
by Jude Barber which exploring the politics of the architectural collective. All of these strands came together with submissions form the Academicians themselves. 
My curatorial intention was to create points of communality across these various creative communities and to create a coherent and intelligent hang. 

This was noted in the reviews for the exhibition in the national press including a 5-star review in The Scotsman: 

"This year's Annual Exhibition at the RSA looks cool and coherent in spite of the huge number of works on display" ⭐⭐⭐⭐⭐and a 4-star review in 
The Times: "Be prepared to be moved, inspired, entertained and challenged." ⭐⭐⭐⭐ 
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Royal Scottish Academy Press release: 

‘The Annual Exhibition is the core of the RSA’s exhibition programme and represents our commitment to promoting excellence in visual art in 
Scotland. This year’s Convenor is Wendy McMurdo RSA, assisted by Deputy Convenor Jude Barber RSA (Elect). The RSA Annual Exhibition is the 
largest and longest running exhibition of contemporary art in Scotland. Having been a mainstay of the academy's calendar since its inception 198 
years ago, the Annual Exhibition has evolved over the years, providing a platform for Scottish art alongside international artists, often including 
topical or political elements, to give an uncensored, independent voice to artists. Nearly all works in the exhibition are available to purchase. 
Income raised in the Annual Exhibition directly assists artists and the not-for-profit work of the RSA. The exhibition encompasses both the physical 
and digital, combining the exhibition of artworks on display in the galleries with those shown online, some exclusively designed as such and others 
as companions or in tandem to work in the galleries.’ 

Retrieved 12th June 2024 https://www.rsaannualexhibition.org/about/ 
Link to Convener’s essay: https://www.rsaannualexhibition.org/convenorsessay/ * 
* PDF of exhibition publication is attached as a pdf. 

The exhibition ran across the two floors of the Royal Scottish Academy for 5 weeks. The final visitor numbers for the event were: 
55,151 visitors (recorded by the door counter) 
62,891 page views to the website 
Total value of sales made: £156,340 

The funds raised by sales and entry fees for this year’s Annual goes back into supporting artists and the ongoing running of the organization. 

Key exhibition dates: 
11 May - 16 June 2024 
Mon-Sat 10am-5pm, Sun 12-5pm 
Free entry | Illustrated exhibition catalogue £5 
RSA Upper and Lower Galleries 
Royal Scottish Academy The Mound Edinburgh EH2 2EL RESTRICTED 

https://www.rsaannualexhibition.org/about/
https://www.rsaannualexhibition.org/convenorsessay/
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