A39 and Cornish
Theatre in the 1980s

Paul Farmer
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AFTER THE MINERS’
STRIKE

A39 AND CORNISH POLITICAL THEATRE
VERSUS THATCHER’S BRITAIN




bus driving into professional theatre







meanwhile in the coalfields....




into A39

.

Paul Farmer

Sue Farmer (Suzy Lewis)

Lucy Kempton (Roll Up Theatre)
Mark Kilburn (Roll Up Theatre)

Why continue with theatre at all?
It was what we knew

It was a medium we could control
ourselves
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influences

IMPRO

IMPROVISA:['IONAND THE

JOHN McGRATH

POPULARTHEATRE:
AUDIENCE,CLASS AND FORM

With a Foreword by Raymond Williams




what could we do to support the Strike?




ON E & ALL' An unofficial history of t|n mining in Cornwall

QUALITIES OF WORKING-CLASS THEATRE (from

McGrath):

1. Directness. What are we trying to say?

. Comedy

. Music

. Emotion

. Variety
Effect/ ‘Affect’
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experiences
8. Localism

9. Localism in sense of identity with pe

. Immediacy. Related to audience lives/
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l*rmn the Mayor & Magistrates of llelstomn,
and the Magistrates of the \Vest
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ONE ANDALL !

Unoff‘c al H istory of Tin Mining in Cornwall.
COMEDY/ MUSICY
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FRANCIS JAMES, Mayor.
JOHN KENDALL, Justice for Heleton
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ON E & ALL' An unofficial history of tin mining in Cornwall
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South
Crofty
Strike
1939/
Miners’
Strike
1984/85

The Tin Crisis, Autumn 1985




A39 and the Cornish movement

COBN WALL

» One & Alll contained material in the Cornish
language and Cornish traditional music, song and
dance (cf McGrath'’s ‘localism’)

» Interaction with members of Cornish cultural
movement

» The values and issues of Cornwall were the same
as those of the Miners’ Strike

» Performances and involvement in e.g. at the Crossroads %

» Lowender Peran o

Bernard Deacon, Andrew George and Ronald Perry
wth ph t g ph bv

» Kescusulyans Kernow D i




other theatre companies in Cornwall 1985/86
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Firing the imagination

< Shiva Theatre/
THE MINACK THEATRE ¢
. on the cliffs at Porthcurno B : m CO rnWa I I
JUNE éth, 7th, 8th and
y 13th, 14th, 15th at 8.00pm \ Th eatre

Tickets — from The Minack,
Company

£3.20 (Adults) and £1.60 (Children)
on the night

SPeCTACULAR PphYSICAL. THEACRE J



The Cornwall Theatre Alliance
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Towards a new show
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 A39 is ‘Epic Theatre’
‘The Street Scene’

“Levels of pretence” (from
McGrath’'s observations on
pantomime as a popular art
form)




'The Tale of TreV|th|ck s Tower’

, The Tc-le of

The Incr ed ble Life oﬁ /‘ \a 3
the Cornish Giant ] \
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