
A39 and Cornish 
Theatre in the 1980s

Paul Farmer



bus driving into professional theatre

2



https://miracletheatre.co.uk/time-capsule/

Miracle theatre – McBeth and the Joke Machine 1984

https://miracletheatre.co.uk/time-capsule/ https://miracletheatre.co.uk/time-capsule/
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meanwhile in the coalfields….
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into A39

Why continue with theatre at all?
It was what we knew
It was a medium we could control 
ourselves

Paul Farmer
Sue Farmer (Suzy Lewis)
Lucy Kempton (Roll Up Theatre)
Mark Kilburn (Roll Up Theatre)
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influences



what could we do to support the Strike?
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ONE & ALL! An unofficial history of tin mining in Cornwall

8

QUALITIES OF WORKING-CLASS THEATRE  (from 
McGrath):
1. Directness. What are we trying to say?
2. Comedy
3. Music
4. Emotion
5. Variety
6. Effect/ ‘Affect’
7. Immediacy. Related to audience lives/ 
experiences
8. Localism
9. Localism in sense of identity with performer



ONE & ALL! An unofficial history of tin mining in Cornwall
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One & All! – contemporary issues

10

South 
Crofty 
Strike 
1939/ 

Miners’ 
Strike 

1984/85

The Tin Crisis, Autumn 1985



A39 and the Cornish movement

 One & All! contained material in the Cornish 
language and Cornish traditional music, song and 
dance (cf McGrath’s ‘localism’)

 Interaction with members of Cornish cultural 
movement

 The values and issues of Cornwall were the same 
as those of the Miners’ Strike

 Performances and involvement in e.g.
 Lowender Peran
 Kescusulyans Kernow



other theatre companies in Cornwall 1985/86
Theatre Rotto

Shiva Theatre/ 
Cornwall 
Theatre 

Company



The Cornwall Theatre Alliance



Towards a new show

A39 is ‘Epic Theatre’
‘The Street Scene’
“Levels of pretence” (from 
McGrath’s observations on 
pantomime as a popular art 
form)



‘The Tale of Trevithick’s Tower’
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