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THE BACK STORY 
Visible Evidence Conference, August 2017

Buenos Aires 
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http://maifeminism.com


      
      

   
    

  

MAI TEAM 
Anna Backman Rogers (Gothenburg University, MAI Commissioning Editor) 

Houman Sadri (University of South Eastern Norway, MAI Managing Editor)
Anna Misiak (Editor-in-Chief), 

Valeria Villegas Lindvall (MAI Book Review Editor)
Supported by University of Gothenburg 



 
   

CONTRIBUTING EDITORS 
Peer reviewers, advisors, promoters & editors 



 
 

      

THE NAME 
Mai Zetterling (1925-1994) 

‘the future can be better & it starts with us learning to listen’, 

https://maifeminism.com/mai-and-mai-a-reflection/


   
    

  

    
  

   

   

OURTAKE ON FEMINISMTODAY (1) 
• Criticism of patriarchy in academia, arts & media 

• Radical opposition to ‘the backlash culture’ 

• Against oppression, dismissal or lack of 
recognition (visible and concealed) 

• Intersectional 

• Promoting equality/inclusion of all genders 

• Based on collective and individual experiences 

• Non-hierarchical 

https://maifeminism.com/manifesto/


   

   

 

  

 

  

  

OURTAKE ON FEMINISMTODAY (2) 
• Sisterhood (the ethics of care & support) 

• Solidarity (away from internal feminist conflicts) 

• Courage from the margins 

• For sensitive education & creative expression 

• ‘Strategic essentialism’ 

• Service/listening/enabling to empower 

• Global & diverse approaches (decolonising feminism) 

• Open to suggestions & new subjects 

https://maifeminism.com/manifesto/


    FROMTHE DIAGNOSIS OF THE ZEITGEIST… 
to 13 issues later 

https://maifeminism.com/the-lessons-we-have-learnt-how-sexism-in-american-politics-sparked-off-the-new-feminist-renaissance/


    
 

    

 
   

   

   

WHAT WE PUBLISH AND WHY? 
• An interdisciplinary academic/creative journal 

• Traditional scholarly formats 

• Including critical reflection outside of the logic of the 
patriarchal master narrative 

• Practice-based, innovative creative academic outputs 
related to visual culture through the lens of gender/ 
feminism 

• Peer reviewed, edited & verified 

• Accessible (away from the academic jargon) 

• Opening up academia to the larger public 



   
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

WHAT WE PUBLISH 
• Subject areas from across visual culture (arts & media) 

• Now and then 

• Formats:(not exclusive): 

• Critical reflection 

• Interview/Conversation 

• Video essays 

• Film 

• Creative practice/Creative response 

• Creative writing 

• Book reviews 

• In memoriam 

• Reports 

https://maifeminism.com/journal/


  

 

 

 

    

 

 

   

 

MAI AUTHORS’ SCREEN RESEARCH 
METHODOLOGIES 

• Production studies 

• Distribution Studies 

• Contextual Analyses 

• Audience Research 

• Archive Research 

• Textual Analysis 

• Reflections on teaching and making 

• Philosophical approaches to screen texts 

• Responses to the screen cultures 

• Personalised narratives related to screen culture texts 

• etc. 



  
  

 

EXAMPLE: SCREEN CULTURE 
CRITICAL REFLECTION (FOCUS ISSUE) 

Reframing Varda 

https://maifeminism.com/issues/focus-issue-twelve-reframing-varda/


  
  

 

EXAMPLE: SCREEN CULTURE 
CRITICAL REFLECTION (FOCUS ISSUE) 

Female Detectives onTV 

https://maifeminism.com/issues/mai-issue-7-female-detectives/


 
   

 

EXAMPLE: SCREEN CULTURE 
VIDEO ESSAYS (FOCUS ISSUE) 

Doing Women’s Global Horror Film History 

https://maifeminism.com/issues/focus-issue-thirteen-doing-womens-global-horror-film-history/


 
 

EXAMPLE: SCREEN CULTURE 
FILM 

Issue 11 

https://maifeminism.com/home-movie-proper-film/


    
    

 

EXAMPLE: MISCELLANEOUS SCREEN CULTURE ADDITIONS 
TO FOCUS ISSUES ON OTHER SUBJECTS 

Critical reflection, Issue 11 

https://maifeminism.com/petite-maman-2021-as-a-contemporary-manifesto-for-transcendent-union/


    
    

  

EXAMPLE: MISCELLANEOUS SCREEN CULTURE ADDITIONS 
TO FOCUS ISSUES ON OTHER SUBJECTS 

Practice-based critical reflection, Issue 13 

https://maifeminism.com/why-mums-dont-jump-2023-animation-as-a-feminist-tool/


 EXAMPLE: SCREEN CULTURE 
AN INTERVIEW 

Issue 11 

https://maifeminism.com/a-cinematic-witch-an-interview-with-nina-menkes/


 
 

   

EXAMPLE: SCREEN CULTURE 
CREATIVE RESPONSE 

Poetry inspired by Maya Deren, Issue 3 

https://maifeminism.com/maya-means-illusion-a-grimoire-of-three-films-by-maya-deren/


   
  

 

 

     

    

 

    

 

 

HOW WE PUBLISH 
• Bi annual thematised focus Issues + individual Submissions 

• Regular calls for proposals + commissions 

• Guest editors 

• All work is peer reviewed and edited once accepted 

• Working with authors on improvements & revisions 

• Constructive feedback 

• Working with authors on edits and proofs (authorisation) 

• All materials must be copyrighted 

• Online publication (no print) 



  

 

    

  
    

    
   

  

    

INTERNATIONAL ACADEMIC 
RECOGNITION 

• Over 400 authors 

• MAI Press with Punctum Books 

• Widely cited in academia and beyond 

• Guest editors from leading universities 
(Goldsmiths, King's College, Kingston University,
Cambridge University, Edinburgh University, South
Wales University in Australia, and many others) 

• Around 2 million site visits 

• Listed on the Norwegian Register of Scientific 
Journals 



    HOWTO PUBLISH WITH MAI? 
Please follow the style guide… 

https://maifeminism.com/submissions/


    
     

WANTTO GUEST EDIT AN ISSUE? 
Please get in touch with your CFP proposal 

https://maifeminism.com/guest-editors-guildelines/


      

      

IF YOU HAVE A FEMINISTVISUAL CULTURE BOOK 
PROPOSAL…. 

Please get in touch with Anna Backman Rogers:
anna.backman.rogers@gu.se 

https://punctumbooks.com/imprints/mai-feminism-and-culture/
mailto:anna.backman.rogers@gu.se


    
   

   

 

 

   

UPCOMING FOCUS ISSUES (THE PLAN): 
• Feminist Pedagogy in Games (Autumn

2024) 

• Gendered Death in Visual Culture 
(Winter 2025) 

• Surrealism (Spring 2025) 

• Feminist Self-Portraiture (Summer 2025) 

• Calling for Focus Issue
Proposals for 2026 

http://maifeminism.com


 

 
  

 

  
 

    
 

CONTACT US 

• All correspondence and submissions to 
MAI should be sent to 
contact@maifeminism.com 

• Addressed to Houman Sadri (MAI 
Managing Editor) 

• You can also send questions to me:
anna.misiak@falmouth.ac.uk 

mailto:contact@maifeminism.com
mailto:anna.misiak@falmouth.ac.uk


  QUESTIONS OR COMMENTS? 


