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'Ours is the first age in which many thousands of the best-trained individual minds 
have made it a full time business to get inside the collective mind. To get inside 
in order to manipulate, exploit, control is the object now'
– Marshall McLuhan, The Mechanical Bride

The band Throbbing Gristle were purveyors of easy outrage, recycling long established tropes of noise, and improvisation from musique concrète, electronic music, contemporary classical and avant-garde jazz with the addition of home-made synthesizers, all framed as explorations of human sexuality, desire, evil and corruption. They set out to shock and pressed all the obvious buttons, often pre-empting any genuine response by bullshitting about how provocative they were, what they thought about their own work, and how upset previous audiences had been.

In Damage Limitation, a poetry book in the form of a zine, published by zimZalla, 
Rupert Loydell explores power, abuse, music and cultdom, and how Throbbing Gristle and Psychic TV influenced their followers and other musicians. The poems engage with ideas of noise, self-mythologising, surveillance, occult mysticism, strategies of control and psychic damage, as a form of cultural exorcism and alternative documentation.
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