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Friend of mine in London/Packed up and came down here. 
John wrote me a letter saying that they’ve got the most 
fabulous parties/John Milne and all was still alive.

(Emanuel, 2001)
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Martyn Val Baker, 2010, Memory Bay Oral History Archive









Oral history interview with Stella Benjamin, St Ives Archive, 2009





Giles, Daily Express, 1951







Rather than Hebdige’s argument that subcultural styles are always 
brought back to the mainstream either through fashion or being defined 
as deviant, Gluck argues that both of these processes are happening 
simultaneously (Gluck, 2000). Bohemians became ‘objects of satire in 
mainstream journals, which both exaggerated their eccentricity and 
deflated their seriousness’ (Gluck, 2000:54). In St Ives, the bohemian, 
later beatnik, is satirised in the mainstream media, framing the 
bohemian/beatnik identity as ‘not-artist’, as a fake and pretender, but 
also as anomaly, often framed by opposing gender norms. 

















you’d think the tonic was more expensive than 
the gin/Um/Yes/I s’pose/A dozen/ Twenty 
people/I’ve forgotten who they all were now/I 
mean there was food/And mostly drink 
really/[laughs]/[...]/Occasions/You 
know/Certain occasions 

(Daniel, 2009) 



Well I thought it was awfully exciting/There were 
very interesting people around/But there was a 
lot of drinking going on/if I'm going to be critical 
now I wasn't critical then/There was a lot of 
partying and things like that/It was a very 
different environment from anything I had 
experienced before 

(Lethbridge, 2011) 



My friend and I decided in the middle sixties/To have an anti-Vietnam 
shop/Very naughty I suppose/In Fore Street/We were so fed up with the 
terrible things that were going on/And there was a shop in Fore Street that 
was coming up/And of course people thought/Who were these two girls/Well 
who are they/And I was talking to Patrick about it/And he said/Oh tell them 
I’ll stand guarantor if there’s any problem/And Barbara said the same/So 
Barbara and Patrick/Stood guarantor for Jill and I/While we ran our anti-
Vietnam War shop/In the mid-sixties/In Fore Street 

(Beck, 2009) 



I was a potter/I worked/I went to work with Jess Val Baker/In the 
Mask Pottery/And eventually when Jess gave it up I took over/And/I 
used to go to Jess’s/And we had parties at Jess’s/Because/Um/We 
were all/Of the same political feel/At the time/And um/When she/She 
did a bit of pottery/Down at/Um/Porthmeor Studios/Uh uh/St 
Christopher’s/It was called/Um/But then she moved to Penzance/It 
was the Mask Pottery and I moved/And I started working there full 
time with her/Um/But also of course in St Ives at the time we had 
Troika/Benny/And Lesley/All the Troika people/ Who were great 
friends/We all/Again/We used to go to parties/Because that’s what we 
all did 

(Beck, 2009) 



‘olive oil, duvets, pasta, floor cushions, Pink Floyd, 
mineral water, salad, vegetarianism, CND, family 
planning, DIY, yoga, and yoghurt. And just as such lists 
accumulate, they force out other lists: bowler hats, 
Rembrandt, cottage pie, boiled sprouts and cabbage, 
cheap but sturdy reproduction Jacobean furniture, dark 
sherry, Terence Rattigan, Pools coupons’ 

(Highmore, 2016:107). 
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