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How are narratives 
of the women’s 
creative community 
in postwar St Ives 
performed through 
gossip in the 
archive?





The oral history 
archive is a 
collection of stories 
from the community

Gossip defines 
community and 
keeps it together

The archive is both 
about a community 

and is itself a 
community

How does gossip 
author a community? 
How does a 
community author its 
history?



‘A community, in short, is any group of people 
who come together and present themselves 
as such, and a ‘community archive’ is the 
product of their attempts to document the 
history of their commonality’

(Flinn, Stevens & Shepherd, 2009)



Barbara Hepworth used 
to have the most wonderful 
wonderful parties Usually towards 
the end of the year 
And they were champagne parties 
And they were held in the old Palais de Danse 

(Michael Hunt, 2009)

He would have devastated if anyone had taken it seriously 
His wife sort of 

Didn’t mind  
Um 
Uh  

He was just a terrible flirt 
And when he met you  

He would give you a cuddle  
Or he would say 

Oh come and sit on my lap

(Shirley Beck, 2019) 







Yes 
Well 

She used to see Boots Boots 
was at Trevaylor With Nancy 

Wynne Jones 

Boots was Mary Redgrave 

And she had the New 
Craftsman Shop with Janet 

Leach


(Stella Benjamin, 2009) 



She 
married 
Bernard 
But it’s none 
of my business 
Fair enough 
No she came later 


Then needless to say 
he died 
Then she eventually died 
Then apparently she left all 
the money to the Redgraves/
When the second Misses Leach 
died [drops voice] 
She left money and that to Boots 
Redgrave And uh 
I mean Boots 
Lived maybe two years 
Three years 
And she died


Mary Dobbin, 2009)




Well I thought it was awfully exciting/There 
were very interesting people around/But 
there was a lot of drinking going on/if I'm 

going to be critical now I wasn't critical then/
There was a lot of partying and things like 

that/It was a very different environment from 
anything I had experienced before 

(Lethbridge, 2011) 



And 
Friday 
night 
was 
booze up 
night You 
know 

Let your hair 
down Very much so 
And all the fish 
All the old 

All the fishermen used to 
be there On one side of the 
pub 

They probably thought we were 
awful 

But amusing as well 
I suppose 
They sort of 

We used to be 
They used to be 
A bit of argy bargy


(Rieke Litman, 2010) 





Oh yes 
Lots of parties  
Lots  
Well the artists themselves 
I mean there were  
Everybody turned up and brought 
something 
Brought a bottle I s’pose  
And that’s how it all grew  
But um 
There were a lot of parties  
I didn’t go to them all by any means 
[laughs] 
Because I had to get someone to look 
after my baby 

Mamie Lewis 2009

I was a potter/I worked/I went to work 
with Jess Val Baker/In the Mask 
Potter/I used to go to Jess’s/And we 
had parties at Jess’s/Because/Um/We 
were all/Of the same political feel/At 
the time/But also of course in St Ives 
at the time we had Troika/Benny/And 
Lesley/All the Troika people/ Who 
were great friends/We all/Again/We 
used to go to parties/Because 
that’s what we all did 

(Beck, 2009) 



My friend and I decided in the middle sixties/To have an anti-
Vietnam shop/Very naughty I suppose/In Fore Street/We were so 
fed up with the terrible things that were going on/And there 
was a shop in Fore Street that was coming up/And of course 
people thought/Who were these two girls/Well who are they/And I 
was talking to Patrick about it/And he said/Oh tell them I’ll stand 
guarantor if there’s any problem/And Barbara said the same/So 
Barbara and Patrick/Stood guarantor for Jill and I/While we ran 
our anti-Vietnam War shop/In the mid-sixties/In Fore Street 

(Beck, 2009) 


