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Scale is “a systematic accounting for significant shifts in a 

measured range of observation” 

(DiCaglio 2020) 



To observe human affairs from above means, at the same 

time, to see them from the point of view of death… 

(Hadot 2017) 

Unknown artist, from ‘A Scientist’s Conception of Judgement Day’, in American Weekly, June 19th, 1938 



“There you have human life. All men are bubbles, great or 

small, inflated with the breath of life. Some are destined to 

last for a brief space, others perish in the very moment of 

birth: but all must inevitably burst.” 

(Lucian trans. Fowler et al. 1905) 



The Hereford Mappa Mundi, circa. 1300 





The Blue Marble, taken from Apollo 17, 1972, NASA 
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“Pale Blue Dot” draft, Carl Sagan, 1993 



“Some children shared their worries of an imminent 

apocalypse. Others dreamed of moving to Mars. But 

neither this problematic hope in ‘humanity’s’ technological 

proficiencies – to go to Mars! – nor the despair of collective 

guilt and inaptitude to ‘solve what we have done’ allows my 

pupils a sense of agency to constructively respond in times 

of crisis. To what extent are my pupils ‘humanity’ and able to 

act as such? Should they try to become ‘humanity’? Or are 

there other ways to respond to, or better, within ecological 

urgencies?” 

(Baan Hofman 2023) 



Cosmic View, The Universe in 40 Jumps”, Kees Boeke, 1957 



Cosmic View, The Universe in 40 Jumps”, Kees Boeke, 1957 



“In order to see two bodies then the single worldwide 

perspective won’t do. The view is homogenous when you 

look down from the outside - the Earthrise is no good, if you 

are trying to see your two bodies at the same time. If you look 

out the window you will not fit the whole world in your eyeline. 

To see a body on a global scale, reaching from Germany to 

Syria, or from France to Bangladesh, means that you lose 

sight of the individual flirting, arguing, or eating his gnocchi.” 

(Hildyard 2017) 



“She comes from a line that 

slipped through the crack, 

the fissure of history, found a 

way out while the whole thing 

came down.” 

(Harvey 2023) 


